Remarks to the DeKalb Legislative Delegation
Monday, April 26, 2010
By Dr. Eugene P. Walker, Board of Education, District 9

I would like to thank Mr. Leonardo McClarty and the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce for their interest in the effective Governance and organizational structure of the DeKalb County Board of Education.  

I would agree with the resolution that excellence in education begins with effective governance by the local school board and clearly defined roles, responsibilities and expectations between the local board of education and the superintendent.

What Mr. McClarty and the other members of the Chamber do not understand is that we already have that.  They do not sit on the Board, so they may not know that.  The people who elected us to our offices understand this, but these people may not.

I can save all of you a whole lot of trouble.  You won’t have to create an 11 member board and hold meetings all over the County and propose a bunch of legislation created by outsiders that would rearrange the deck chairs on the Titanic.

If you want to help us … or at least, if you want to help the children of DeKalb County, you could start by requiring the state to give the school board the money it has earned.

As you know, we are facing a $115 million shortfall.  We are closing schools and cutting programs.  We are eliminating top administrative staff.  In order to minimize the adverse fiscal impact to our educational programs and services we may even have to increase our millage.

What we need from you is that Austerity budgeting money back, and we need it now.  The state has withheld $110 million dollars from us over the past 8 years.  $53 million more is getting cut in next year’s budget. (See attachment)

If you want to help us, then get the state to give us the money to which we are entitled.  As you may recall, we earned it through the student allotment that you created.  This is the kind of support we need, and you as legislators have the capacity to make it happen.

Remember, in times past, I served in the legislature for eight years, and I know how things work in this great body.  Indeed, you members of the General Assembly have the power to make positive change. 

So let me be clear, problems confronting the DeKalb System will not be solved by another Advisory Committee, Blue Ribbon Panel, Exploratory Committee or anything like that.  To suggest such wasteful expenditure of time, money and energy in our current economic climate is shameful.
 
This great body should be working on the solution.  Instead, we have influential members like Representatives Jacobs and Weber trying to shut down all of the investment possibilities and jobs in DeKalb County, the Governor is trying to eliminate his own office of Economic Development, and you lawmakers appear to be wasting valuable time in the waning days of a session talking about creating another committee - a committee that on its face is designed to hamstring and undercut a separate constitutional body.  

Why are you even thinking about tearing us down?  Admittedly, the DeKalb School Board, like all school boards in our 159 counties, are confronted with all sorts of serious challenges and would welcome assistance from the State and Federal government to help us resolve them.  However, offering up a study committee does not fit the bill of what this local school board needs.  
 
In closing, let me respectfully submit that I oppose this initiative, however well- intentioned it may or may not be.  

I hope Mr. McClarty doesn’t think I have been too harsh on him publicly.  That’s not my intention.  We haven’t spoken much since I was on the DeKalb Development Authority

It wasn’t too long ago we used to hear from Mr. McClarty regularly.  As president of the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce, he would need funding, and come to the Development Authority asking for help.

We took care of the DeKalb Chamber every time.  We recognized the good they were doing and we tried to help them with the kind of help they needed at the time. 

I know we gave the Chamber over a million dollars since the year 2000 to help with their operations.

We didn’t organize any Blue Ribbon Panels, or launch a citizen’s investigation into the efficiency or the ethics of the Chamber.  We knew he was doing a good job and we gave him the money he needed to get the job done.

That’s what we need our DeKalb delegation to do for the DeKalb School Board.  Stick up for us and help us acquire the funding we have already earned.  
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