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Why I Voted "No"

As you may have heard my colleagues on the DeKalb County Board of Education have voted to increase the pay of our School Superintendent. I was the only board member to vote against this unwise and untimely proposal. I want to share with you my reasoning on this matter, and my vote. 

I want you to know its nothing personal against the Superintendent himself. Nobody is perfect, but he has done a pretty good job under some adverse circumstances. That is commendable, and I would have extended his previous contract, if it had only been that. In other words, without the pay increase. 

However, I disagree with a pay increase at any level at this time. It concerns me greatly that the Superintendent would even ask this Board for a raise, in light of anticipated revenue losses in the coming years due to a very adverse economic climate. It is strange to me that the Superintendent recommended (and the Board approved) a number of significant salary and benefit reductions to our employees. 

Now under the same fiscal climate, the Superintendent recommended a significant increase in salary & benefits for himself. But when it came to DeKalb School employees the Superintendent previously recommended (and the Board approved): 

1) no salary increases

2) no STEP increases

3) no COLA adjustment

4) no Board contribution to TSA, and 

5) a one day furlough without pay. 

This was all approved done in the spirit of cost cutting and sacrifice. 

The DeKalb School System employs 13,842 people, according to our website. Of those, 13,841 are not only getting no increases, but they are being asked to take home less pay. Only one employee in the DeKalb County School System gets a pay bump, and that is the guy at the top of the food chain. 

Clearly this is not just unfair for our employees, but it is immoral as well. I could not in good conscience approve this increase. I am aware this decision will make me less popular with my fellow board members and the Superintendant, but I frankly do not care. I will not compromise my values for convenience, politics or complacency. 

I remain yours in service, 

Gene
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